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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
o the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

o the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation Meaning
Qy Credit for good language or content point
x Incorrect
LA ] Omission
(BOD| If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of doubt’ is given.
[Neoo| If the examiner considers the answer to be more incorrect than correct, then ‘no benefit of the doubt’ is given.
LIR_] Irrelevant

@ Meaning unclear or illegible

a

[SEEN] Used to show that blank pages have been seen

Highlighter Highlight
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Annotation Meaning
On-page Wrong question number given by candidate
comment Used to explain adjustment of quality of language mark (Questions 3 and 4)
Off-page Used to make a holistic comment about the script
comment
/ Word limit, do not credit content beyond this point (Question 5)
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1 General Marking Notes

1.1 Annotation of scripts in RM Assessor

Question 1 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.
Indicate a correct answer with a tick.
Do not annotate incorrect answers.

Question 2 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.
Indicate a correct answer with a tick.
Do not annotate incorrect answers.

Questions Content marks

3and 4 e Annotate each correct point with a tick OR a tick + BOD (benefit of doubt).

Use a cross for incorrect points as necessary.

Use the highlighter tool to indicate direct copying (i.e. ‘lifting’) from the passage(s).

The following abbreviations may also be useful:

IR irrelevant

? unclear

A omission / something missing

RM Assessor adds up the total number of times that you have used the tick and the total will appear beneath the
tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) for each item in the mark input box.

Quality of Language mark

If any of the sub-questions ((a), (b), (c) etc) have scored zero for content, insert an on-page comment after the last
sub-question and type in the details of the Quality of Language mark, e.g.:
5-2=3
OR
minus 1
Then enter the Quality of Language mark in the mark input box for
Question 3L / Question 4L.
If no adjustment needs to be made to the Quality of Language mark, enter the mark in the mark input box without
annotating the script.
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Question 5 If the answer exceeds 140 words, highlight the 141st word to show the end of the response to be marked.

Summary
¢ Annotate each correct point with a tick OR tick + BOD up to a maximum of 10 ticks.

e Use a cross as necessary.

¢ RM Assessor adds up the total number of times that you have used the tick and the total will appear beneath the
tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) in the mark input box for Question 5(a).

o Personal Response

o Enter the mark for Personal Response in the mark input box for Question 5(b).

¢ Note: If the Personal Response cannot be marked because it comes after the 140-word limit, award a mark of 0,
not NR.

Quality of Language
e Enter the mark for Quality of Language in the mark input box for Question 5L.

1.2 Final batch return deadline: all scripts to be marked by xxx.
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2 General Marking Principles

2.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark Scheme provided on the following pages. You will
need to consider all alternative answers and unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate
the required elements, in consultation with the Principal Examiner/Product Manager if necessary, and award marks accordingly.

2.2 Crossing out:
(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct.

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. (NB A ‘second
attempt’ could just be one word.)

2.3 Annotation used in marking:

(a) BOD = Benefit of the Doubt and is used to indicate material considered by the Examiner and judged to be more correct than incorrect:
the benefit of the doubt is given to the candidate and the mark is awarded.

(b) * =to indicate where something which is key to the response is missing.

2.4 No response and '0' marks
There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor.

Award NR (No Response):

e If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or

o If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or
o If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark).

Award O:
o If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any
working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 8 of 24



9689/22 Cambridge International AS & A Level — Mark Scheme May/June 2025

PUBLISHED
Detailed Mark Scheme
Section 1
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 1
@) | sisheng - sieun/SHLarm 1
10) | e1(haIsan @ - 2 SNy 1
1) | yempsid - LADEA 1
1(d) | @mar - wevmiLD 1
1e) | Geusmev - Qamfled 1
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 2
2(d) | #l0UNHéHS — LML 1g LI FOUTHEHS eUsmL 1
GLG NG
2(b) | &&HBHID — HHBHID &HD H(HLO 1
20 | a@d - @aLanGBaIgIl &S 5GHHES 1
gmu Qe HlemL &H@GL0
2(d) | ugmaMuy - @eveoll LPMAMLILY LA&HE|LD 1
Syl g
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
2€) | hSBID — 616HGS HTEOL gL L QI(H&HLD 1
@6v1es1(LALD LATMEN6LEMEL
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 3
3@ | pmeungl uamH Caemeuamil MileuH@Ln 3
SMIEUIMRI&GETS @(HLILIEMEU 6T6m6U? @\J6GuILMLD
USHSHlen! g ULEDLIITSHS C&HT6EnI(H lenéEd.
A @MmaUTd QIIOL UTLSHMS (LAMMSEN 1
B SI6l QUTHEMS (LODMEh&HST6 CoHemeusbst |
C &@LU MLl (Lenm 1
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Question

Answer

Marks

Not Allowed Responses

3(b)

eLaesImMn USHHUNL ail (B Couensvden Q&uiu|Ln

ChIsHmdd GMMLILGHES €LaeuLamd a6
§1UMEMMS HEIEOITEL GG (LOlGU|LD 6T6aT M)
FaMlevimen?

3

A GCpioems LNEFLLGSS (Llg LD

B &euidaien eplile] ChIsHemnd
JOUEHISC&TET (LlqUjLD

C S @i QuTgHIGCLTSHGd6Me0
ChisHemapd Cgevadl (LolgLLn

oo 61hHGSHHS CoumeLdELHE@ L SHener
HilSS al(BHLOLEUSTHS FaMI6uTmern? CLAGSMITLO
LUSSHUNGON([HhG eN6nL_SHeme6n 61(10GI.

A elledLé &HHLD Q&

B GamLL Geusmevd@

C glewabemnen QervdlM &L
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
3(d) | pretiHMD LGHUNGD 2eMBILITSEHSHSTE 2D 2
sTeuMMIETT Silq. LML U6
HifuuN&&SLILGUSTEHS FamLILIL (Heneng)?
A &pID 1
B 565 1
3€) | @AmIH LGHUND QFeLEN BM6HT 2 MPSHGLD 4| 2 é@LID LIGIILD eLN6VLOMS should be the emphasise

LI6OOTLD  €LAGVLAMS 6T6UM6EMMLI
QUMMISQBHTETEUSTEHS FnDl6BIM6NT?

of the candidate answers.

A

Qg LILeOL & &HeLaIleMLLIL|LD

B

& 601601LOLT &6 &6DLLILL|LD

66T memmil MNenemenaGemn@® Camn |

SHEoT6MLALL|LD

LITGISTULITEST GLhendLl LpmLoMLienLLn
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good

Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions,
word order).

4 Good

Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers.

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the Quality of Language mark.

Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark.

Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:

Total Content marks available on questions Reduce Quality of Language mark by:
where a candidate scores 0
2-3 1
4-5 2
6-7 3
8-14 4
15 5

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks
only if 0 Content marks).
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Section 2
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 4
4(a) LIGWILO 6TEUMEDMS @UQJGUGUQI 6T€ffl[p| @Uanm 3 | Give marks for any three points

USSHUNL damLLL (Beneng)? §GCHemI cLA6aT M)
QL WMSemensd GOIULNGHS.

A &SHCUTHMIGHET HIJ 6ULEVG)

B 0N &0 bHaVHMS 2 WSS
6U6LEL G)

C LO60 3(WHPHHMPHSH GHMMSHEGSLD

D Sleuemnil Lev(@hLd SMluoilg Glg il
6U6LEL G)

E  SI6U6N] eUTR&HnaUN6 2 WiMhd G &dHed 1

B[HSGILD EUELELEMLOEDILIS HJ6UVEVG)
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses

4b) | eunpémaUNEL TEMEUQINE SHMBMTEOSLAMETIENE 3
6160TMI CLOGIMMTEUG| LISHUNGD FnMLILIL (H6NT6n)?
A LI6OOILD 1
B Sihgervda 1
C &&Cunald 1

4©) | pretHMD USHHUNGD CoHTie rVEUTITE CUJS 60T 4

6ot s1UMNMD QUHGHIOIL L HM&HS Fnlevti?

A

gNSMIeILNeeT bUITS QHHSCUTG HML &S | |
Hevtevieh SMILI LOSHLDG FIITEOT & (I 600 RISH6N

&ShSIILD

beTLT&CeT(H QeuefuNed Q&eimy WHRHS |

& (I 6001 TR &> 61T

SIS HSH6M6sIH HM6dT
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Question

Answer

Marks

Not Allowed Responses

4(d)

LI6ILD @ ([HHSHTEL 616MBUILD FTEHSHSHEVMLD 61601 M)
&lev QemenEhTSHeN (1ENENIQISTEL JMHLI(HLD
SHEMLOSHE 61606 61631LIMS RHSTLD
UHHUNOBHS TBS SISm0,

3

A ST SiPSsId JHUGASIDS)

B euUMp&ensL LNJEHemeusHenensd &LOGHTHG
HemeouNev HidHad AraLiLh&lemesti

C &w eufluNev uesoiln L. Geussor(RLd 6T601M
ES (WIGeUSGE VN eSS

4(e)

QhMN UHHUN6L LTS 0 E
Q&evauflHGLIGCUNTE)| 6TQUNMMS & ([HSHSHI6L
Qamernen Geuswi(BLD 61681MI FnMUILIL (HeIT6NG)?

A S LA(kBgeL

B L6L60T 3L &H&L0
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good

Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions,
word order).

4 Good

Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers.

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the Quality of Language mark.

Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark.

Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:

Total Content marks available on questions Reduce Quality of Language mark by:
where a candidate scores 0
2-3 1
4-5 2
6-7 3
8-14 4
15 5

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks
only if 0 Content marks).
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 5

Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response)
Writing within the maximum length is part of the task, and candidates who remain within the limit (140 words in total) deserve credit.

Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line.
If the piece is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely.
Highlight the 1415t word to show the end of the response to be marked.

Content marks — Summary

Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive
reliance on the text will reduce the language mark.

The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points):

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
5(a) Any relevant points specifically answering this question, 10

other than these ten points carn also be considered by the
markers and given appropriate points.

UGS 1 LommId UGS 2 & SlgLILIEDL IITSHE
QanenI(h) U6uISHSH6TIMEL 6(heU(hHEGHS HeML &H@LD
[H6TT6MILAG6N 616016U 6160T1LINS 66116 G 5.

1

BTN CeUamMELILTL &HemeN LM GI6LS 60!
cLoeoland il (B Cousnevden Q& U]l
ChIsHmdHd GenMm&b&HeVNLn

ChiHemg LOG&LLHSHS6eVMLD

plle] ChiHemd oLBHHHCSTeenEVMLD
Q(HEUT HLO&HG NI
QUTRSICUTHG&H6M6L ChIHemsHd Clgevaill
U6woIld 2 SHIIngd @) (h&H@GLO.
HITeUTHSHSHeoIGHIN 2l INSHenGIn 0SNG ElemLL
HyeouNSHGL g LILeDL & STJ6UONLITS LIToILD
SIS G)|

LUITGISTLILITEST GLhendLl LpmLoflenLLl
QuUMeLITLD

LOSHILITEVILD €UEOlMLALLIMTEYILD 6UIMTIRIS

PG LITSHEMNGLI LIGTISHST6V 6UMhIS (LAlgULLD
LIGTUILD €2(heUNGl &CNS bPHerVHEDS

2 UINGHS 6ULG)
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
5@) |9 uewid SeuMIL LeL(HLD SIMIL|LDLG Q&L

6U6LEL G)

10 €(IH6U6DI] EUMLR&HENGHUT6H 2 WIMhHS QL &HleL
QHSHGILD 6ULELENLAMILIG HJEULEVE) LIGTILD
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses

Content marks — Response to the Text

Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and
the ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners.

5(b)

5

Very good

Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of
flair and imagination, a capacity to express a personal
point of view.

Good

Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates,
but work still shows an ability to express a range of
ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues
raised.

Sound

A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate on
a single issue, but there is still a response to ideas in
the text.

Below average

Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May
disregard the element of response to the text, and
write a largely unrelated free-composition.

Poor

Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and
pedestrian. No element of personal response to the
text. Repeated error.

LI6WILD FLOUMSILILIG| QSTLTUMS 2 6015HEG

QMHdGL S(HSHIHSHHMEN 2 g CEMhHd
QUMHEILIRISETIEL 61(105)I5.

5
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good

Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions,
word order).

4 Good

Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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